
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “When Thunder Writes a Letter” is the name of the current 5-week sermon series, which has 
been designed to invite us to explore the major themes of 1 John and how they apply in the life of a disciple 
of Jesus in this day and age.  Today’s sermon, “Fellowship,” is the first in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
   9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
 10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
 11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
   5:00 p.m.   Youth
   7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call 
Amy Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.
org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events! 

Monday:
     7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts
Tuesday:
   10:30 a.m.  UMW Board Meeting
          Noon   Ladies Luncheon 
Wednesday:
    7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Youth Ministry: Parent Meeting and Fall Planning
   Summer break officially has come to a close (sheds 
tear). This week, we will begin our regular school-
year programming. Regular meeting times will be 
Sunday nights, 5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Each night, the 
youth will divide into a middle school group and 
a  high school group so they can worship and have 
discussion in an age-appropriate setting. Between 
the worship and activity times, all the youth will 
come together for a meal.
    If you would like to know more about this upcoming 
year, we are having a PARENT MEETING at 4:00 
p.m. this evening, August 30, with youth group to 
follow. We will discuss meals for the coming year, 

and big events and trips, and we will be able to answer any questions you might have.
     The rest of the youth staff and I are very excited for this coming season of seeking and forging a deeper, 
closer relationship with God through community. — Daniel Mathis



McMurry: Faculty/Staff Luncheon 2015
     In the Gospel of John, Jesus sets an 
example for his followers:
      He got up from the meal, took off 
his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around his waist. After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash 
his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him. 
(John 13:4-5) 
     Jesus reminds us by his actions in 
this passage that he calls us to serve 
him by serving others. That is what 
we were doing last Friday by ministering to McMurry faculty and staff through a meal. This ministry 
energizes, encourages, and strengthens our sisters and brothers across the street to start a new fall semester 
of ministering to the students. They seemed to relax thoroughly while visiting with the colleagues whom 
they have not seen all summer as they enjoyed the meal that had been set before them. “Be sure to go by the 
dessert tables!” was one overheard comment. Toward the end of the meal, we invited our remaining guests 
to take a beautiful cake back to their office, and they seemed delighted!
       To all of you who prepared for and served during this annual event: You are just the finest group of 
dedicated disciples of Jesus! What a team! We want to thank those who helped decorate, greet, give tickets, 
bake, pick up food, serve, make drinks, and wash dishes. Thanks, also, to those who helped in any other 
ways that we cannot recall! More than 150 people enjoyed your hospitality.  
      Thank you for being a part of this great act of service to our neighbors across the street and for serving 
our Lord. Grace and Peace. — Billie Langston and Katrina Robinson

Connections: Story Telling and Radical Hospitality
   This year during our staff retreat, Pastor Steve asked all of us what our big 
dream is for Aldersgate. As I considered all of my areas of responsibility 
and the beautiful people with whom I work and interact, the two ideas 
that popped in my head were storytelling and radical hospitality. Mary 
Lou Kownacki is a Benedictine nun, and she is quoted for saying, “There 
isn’t anyone you couldn’t love once you’ve heard their story.” I believe this 
deep in my bones, and it’s one of my deepest convictions. My hope is that 
Aldersgate would be a church where our whole selves — the good, the 
bad, and the ugly — are offered up to God and to one another and that as 
we share our stories, we would realize that each of us is marked with the 

divine image of God and therefore has inherent dignity, worth, and value. I already see this community 
sharing stories in Sunday School and Growth Groups; I constantly see this community practicing hospitality. 
My hope and prayer is that we would continue to grow and walk in radical hospitality as a church family, 
sharing our stories and listening to others. — Jessica Watson



When THUNDER Writes a Letter 
Fellowship
1John 1:1-4

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Thunder…Love it or Hate it? (Exodus 19:19, Job 37:2, Psalm 81:7, Rev. 14:1-3)

May I introduce you to Boanerges? (Mark 3:17)

I John and the Key of Koinōnia…

 The Goodness of the Garden and all things New

 Our destructive Divisive reality

The Practices of koinōnia 

“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one 
heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the 

children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller differences.”  
John Wesley



College Ministry: The Oaks — Check it Out Tonight!

   Children’s Ministry: Good—bye Summer!
  School has been back in full 
swing all week, and I pray 
that it has gone well for all 
of the kids and teachers at 
Aldersgate. I’d like to take 
a moment to reflect on the 
summer fun and to thank 
everybody for coming and 
participating in our Summer 
Blast activities. We had a great 
time at Art Night, swimming 
at the Dive Spot and Burger’s 
Lake, and at Parent-Kid Play 
Night at the church. On the 
left are some of my favorite 
pictures from the summer. 
We’re now looking forward 
to a great Fall! Kids for 
Christ activities will begin on 
Sunday, September 13, 2015, 
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
                      — Alayna Brooks

    Students, we are so glad that you are here in Abilene and  that you have chosen to worship with the 
Aldersgate community today. We believe that all people need a place to be known and to know others, and 

we work very hard to make sure you know there is room for 
you in this faith community. Opportunities for ministry and 
mission abound here, whether you are interested in serving 
within the youth and children ministries or serving in our 
local and global mission field. 
    I especially would like to invite you to The Oaks, which is 
the gathering time for our college ministry on Sunday nights 
at 7:30 p.m. We meet here at Aldersgate in the Patio Room. 
Each week, we share a free meal and engage in devotional 
conversation. You might also consider joining a Growth 
Group. Sign-ups for those are taking place now, and meetings 
will begin September 13. 
    I hope you are having a great start to the semester, and I 
hope to see you at The Oaks tonight! — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Millie Speed

Presence                       8.23.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $9,433.77
Received This Month-to-Date = $48,742.70
Received Year-to-Date = $518,169.81
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $30,820.36
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $65,896.42

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Combined Worship Service = 351

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Tuesday, September 1, the United Methodist Women’s Fellowship 
Luncheon will be at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall. There is no cost 
for the lunch. All women are invited. The guest speaker will be Sabra 
Knox, the volunteer coordinator for Hendrick Hospice.



by Pastor Amy We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: A 
Conversation in the Art 
of Spiritual Reading by 
Eugene H. Peterson. If 
you would like a copy, 
please call the church 
office at 672-7893, or make a note on 
the Welcome Card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. Grace 
and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World                

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

2 Timothy 1-4
2 Peter 1-3, Jude 1
1 John 1-5
2 John 1, 3 John 1
Revelation 1-7
Revelation 8-15
Revelation 16-22

In the spirit of the early Methodists, we 
are inviting you to read I John in one of 
several different ways during this 
sermon series (August 30 - October 3). 
1) Read the whole book every day.  
2) Read a chapter a day for five days out
    of the week.  
3) Read the same chapter daily for a 
     week. 
Any of these options will give you deep 
exposure to the book in the Bible that 
the early Methodists believed to be 
most important.

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

   Last Sunday, we enjoyed a wonderful 
Back-to-School Blessing. We prayed for each 
other, worshiped together, ate together, and 
prepared ourselves, by the grace of God, to 
go and to love during the 2015-2016 School 
Year. 

      In the days leading up to that morning of celebration, we 
were a congregation in action. On Thursday, August 13, all of the 
teachers and staff members at Bowie Elementary School came to 
our Fellowship Hall for an annual back-to-school breakfast. On 
Thursday, August 20, we shared in a Meet-the-Teacher picnic with 
the teachers, staff, students, and families at Bowie. On Friday, August 
21, faculty and staff members from McMurry University filled our 
Fellowship Hall during the annual luncheon held in their honor. 
Kyle Watson, director of college ministries, spent time connecting 
with new students at each of the universities in town. Carol Rogers, 
director of Aldersgate Academy, and her team prepared for the 
beginning of the school year right here in our own building, 
including a thoughtful and generous welcome to the students and 
their families during Meet-the-Teacher on August 27.
        Thank you! Thank you! Thank you to all of you who planned, 
organized and participated in these events (and more!). If you did 
not have the chance to participate this year, no worries. We’ll do it 
all again next year!
      During all of the back-to-school activity, I had this thought: The 
Back-to-School Season in our congregation is as full and fruitful as 
Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter! I, for one, am grateful to be a 
part of a congregation that pays attention to the rhythms of life of the 
people around us, the people in our mission field (Bowie, McMurry 
and the other universities, the Academy and our neighborhoods). If 
our friends and neighbors are working hard in preparation to make 
the school year the best it can be for the students in our community, 
then we are privileged to be right there with them, rolling up 
our sleeves, and doing what we can to be living reminders of the 
presence of God. 
        It is my prayer that as this new back-to-school season turns into 
a familiar and often busy weekly schedule, we will be reminded of 
that very truth: We are not alone. God is with us. And we are with 
each other. Thanks be to God! Here’s to a grace-filled 2015-2016.


